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April 30, 2008

GraceSeminary
200 SeminaryDrive
WinonaLake, iN 46590

DearPlacementDirector,

This letter is to inform you that our church- Faith BaptistChurchin Decatur,Illinois - is
presentlyseekinga personto fill thepositionofpastor,initially on a part-timebasis.
FaithBaptist Churchis a small churchwhich hasexperiencedlossesin membershipover
the yearsdueto variousdemographicchangesprimarily agingandmembersrelocating
to otherchurcheswithin ourareaor in otherareasofthestateor country. We do havea
few youngerfamilieswho haveregularlybeenattending,which is encouraging.Our
churchis affiliated with theIFCA, andhasmaintainedits membershipfor severalyears
in that organization.

Thechurchhasbeenactivein the local community,andhasministeredto theyouthand
families of thecommunitythroughourAWANA program. Thechurchalsohasan active
Sundayschool,which ministersto both adult membersandto children. Perhapsthe
strongestministry of thechurchis its missionsprogram,which activelysupportsthe work
of severalmissionariesandmissionsworldwide, including thoselaboringwithin the"ten
forty window." Additional ministries includevacationBible schoolandmid-weekprayer
services.Forfurtherdetailsregardingthechurch’shistory,pleaseseetheattached
enclosure.

In additionto beingwilling to serveinitially on a part-timehalf-timebasis,the
candidatewe seekshouldhaveagrowingpersonalrelationshipwith our Lord, Bible
schoolandbr seminarytraining,be in agreementwith thedoctrinalpositionsofthe
IFCA, haveadequatepulpit skills andbe willing to promoteandsupportthepresent
ministriesofthe churchenumeratedabove. Marital statusandexperiencein church
ministryare not priorities for a candidate,althoughcertainlypreviousministry experience
would be preferred. Also, he shouldbe willing to work with the leadershipofthechurch
in formulatingdirectionandestablishingministry goalsto evangelizetheunsavedandto
discipleall believerstowardmaturity in Christ Col. 2:7. If married,thecandidate’s
wife andfamily mustbe in agreementwith thesepriorities.

Concerningtheneedto supplementthepart-timesalarybeingoffered: theDecaturarea
doesprovidepart-timeemploymentopportunitiesin both industrialand servicesectors,
andthechurchwill be willing to assistthecandidatein securingemployment.



An interestedcandidateshouldsendtheir resumeand doctrinalstatementto:

Mr. JenyUnderwood
PastoralSearchCommittee
FaithBaptist Church
875 W. GroveRoad
Decatur,IL 62521

We look forwardto hearingfrom you andwe thankyou for your attentionto this matter.
If you haveany questions,or if you requirefurther detailsconcerningFaithBaptist
Church,pleasefeel freeto contactusat theaboveaddress.

Sincerely,

42
JenyUnderwood
Chairman,Boardof DeaconsandPastorSearchCommittee
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Everychurchhasa story to tell. Like people,churchesare similar to one
anotherin manyways, buteachis an individual entity, createdby the Spirit of God
throughthe vision of its founders,andthe sacrificial serviceof thosewho support
it.

It hasbeenuniquepeople,God’s people,that haveprayedandservedto makeit
possiblefor this fellowship to reachout andevangelize,bringingmanyinto the
facilities wheretheycanbe edified andsentout to be Christ’switnesses.

FaithBaptistChurchbeganasa branchof EastParkBaptistChurchon March 5,
1961,usingtheold EnterpriseSchoolas its first meetingplace. About twenty-five
peoplewerepresentthat first Sunday.The Marvin Hardens,with six, andthe
HowardWallaces,with five, madeup abouthalf of that first congregation.Others
in attendancethat first day were Mr. andMrs. Don Allen, Dick Banning,Mark
Britton, Mr. andMrs. RayJohnsonandof course,PastorandMrs. Reed.

On October15th, the growinggroupmovedinto the SouthShoresElementary
School. On November28, 2962, it wasorganizedand incorporatedasan
independentBaptistChurch.

As the fellowship grewunderthe love andcaringministryof HarryandSarah
Reed,a building fund wasstartedwith $63.40givenby theFirst BaptistChurchof
StreatorPastorReed’sformerchurch. The peopleof Faithtookup theburden
andthe fund grewuntil theyhad the funds to purchasethe land on which our
presentbuildings stand. More fundswereraised,a bankloan waspromised,the
peopleprayed,gaveandworked,andon December5, 1965, the first worship
serviceswereheld in what is now ourNorthFellowshipHall. Then,on July 24,
the foundingpastor,Harry J. Reed,retiredandmovedto Indianapolis.

The church’ssecondpastor,RobertD. Cameron,beganhis ministry on July 31,
1966,andserveduntil February23, 1970.

On August 1, 1970,ReverendDouglasC. Langmadebeganhis ministry and
serveduntil 1978. Underhis ministry, youthpastorJohnHunterwasaddedasthe
first full timeadditionto the churchstaff. As the fellowship grew, anadditionwas



addedto theoriginal building, and thenthehomethat hasbecometheparsonage
wasbuilt.

Startingon June1, 1979,ReverendBud Craig faithfully continuedthe ministry
leadershipuntil October1985. During PastorCraig’s ministry, two individuals,
SteveRobinsonandTim Murphey,servedasassistantsat different times. A third
person,Elwin Turner,wastakenon asa missionaryintern and servedasthe
interim pastorafterCraigsdeparted,until April 1986,whenReverendMike Dodds
beganhis ministry. He serveduntil his resignationin January1991,whenhe left
to pursuea ministryopportunityin the Air Forceasa Chaplain. In November
1988,during PastorDodd’s tenure,FrankLososwastakenon andservedthrough
December1992, asAssistantPastorto Youth. Rev. Ron Workmanservedas
seniorpastorfrom July 1, 1991 to September30, 1992.

PastorBill Toliver wasour interim pastoruntil PastorMike Osladil startedon
January11, 1994. He serveduntil January14, 2001,whenheresignedto takea
churchnearMinneapolis,Minnesota.

Ourmost recentpastor,RogerOlson,washerefrom August2001 to November
2007. SinceFebruary2008,Bill Briggshasbeenour interim pastor.

We havehadanAWANA ministry from Cubbiesage3 and4 throughhigh
school sinceabout1976. The averageattendanceovertheyearshasapproached
about 100, althoughit’s smallernow,but still with manyunchurchedfamilies
beingrepresented.

Although the churchis an independentBaptistChurch,not affiliatedwith any
denomination,we havetakenpart in theministry andactivitiesof the IFCA
IndependentFundamentalChurchesof Americafor manyyears,andjoinedthe
IFCA in 2000.

Ourchurchfamily is currentlycomposedmostly of middle agedfamilies and
older. Ourareais madeup of predominantly"churched"peopleat sometime or
anotherin their lives with manyProtestantchurchesaround. We havevery few
newconvertsin our church,buta needyharvestfield.

From a humble beginningof twenty-five membersin anold schoolbuilding and
threemissionaryfamilies to a membershipof onehundredandseventyactive
membersat sometimes,andnow aboutfifty, adequatefacilities and tenmissionary
families and threemissionaryinstitutionssupported,Godhasbeenfaithful.

We hopethat this will helpyou in gaining a perspectiveof who we are hereat
FaithBaptistChurchof SouthShores.


